
Sermon on the Mount
Mat thew Chap ter Five . Refudiating Re li gious Ac tiv ity

When Je sus gave this fa mous ser mon, con sid ered by many
to be the mas ter piece of all ser mons, it is in ter est ing to
note some of the con text. When it was given in the Jew -

ish so ci ety in which He found Him self, He over and over again
refudiated or came against some of the con cepts and tra di tions which
their so ci ety was built upon. He was clearly say ing these things are
wrong. I have a better way. 

The King dom of God that our Lord was de scrib ing and be gan to
elab o rate on in this ser mon on the mount was not just out ward rules and
out ward man i fes ta tions. But rather the King dom is some thing that goes
on in the in side of a man that Je sus was con cerned about. The King dom
of God is born in our hearts. It is n’t born in our spo ken prayers. It is n’t
born in any out ward sign at all, a large stee ple, or any fine church build -
ing, robes or vest ments, or any other phys i cal at trib utes. It is built on
some thing that is in side of our hearts. Je sus says that if it is n’t hap pen -
ing in there then some thing is wrong, very wrong. The King dom of God 
is totally dif fer ent from earthly con cepts.

Je sus wanted to shake up the whole so ci ety and to say, “Guys,
you are go ing the wrong way! Ev ery thing that you were taught you put
into the wrong con text. You’ve per verted the true mean ing. It was never
meant to be an out ward thing; it was al ways meant to be some thing
from the in side. Things need to change. Things need to change dras ti -
cally from the out ward fo cus to an in ward one. It does n’t ne gate at all
the fruit of the Spirit, love, peace, joy etc. It does n’t ne gate the good
works that the good fruits of the Spirit pro duce. But it means, if they are
not com ing from the heart, the in ward man, then we are los ing it. We are 
not re ally ‘hit ting the mark.’ ” 

When we have a re fo cus ing from out ward man i fes ta tions to in -
ward heart-driven mo ti va tions, we see the ten dency of our en emy to
twist and per vert things be come very real. He’d like you to think that is
the wrong way to think. We may pic ture a car toon char ac ter drawn with
a devil on one side and an an gel on the other side of the head, whis per -
ing back and forth. But, we don’t have these “thought-po lice.” In stead
we have the Holy Spirit. He is there to con vict and en cour age as well,
but He is not like a hard task mas ter or a po lice man to en force what He
wants you to do. Rather as Apos tle Paul says, “We have this mys tery
within us, the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit within us not just as a coun -
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selor to out weigh the re marks of the devil but One to em brace us from
the in side! One to en cour age us in our heart in the con text of what we
are think ing, do ing and want ing on the in side. If you find your self
think ing the wrong things it is n’t time to say you need better
“thought-po lice.” It is time to say, “I need to change my heart.” 

So, if you have an en emy, if you are Re pub li can you have an en -
emy. If you are a Dem o crat you have an en emy. What do you do with
your re sponse in the nat u ral man? Is it one of an ger, one of pro tec tion,
et cet era, all kinds of things to pro tect our selves from our en emy to have
one up on him or her, to over come them? If we have n’t changed our
heart some thing else hap pens. How we re spond to our en emy is n’t a list
of do’s and don’t and what you should or shouldn’t say. Some thing in
your heart needs to change to wards them. The church is not called to be
a curse. The church has been called to be a bless ing upon the earth. If it
ever co mes to a place where it is a curse, you know we are in a wrong
place.

I thought to my self, “Wow. That’s just not go ing to hap pen. I’m
not per fect. God did n’t cre ate me per fect.” 

Another as pect of the Holy Spirit em brac ing our in ner man (what 
this chap ter is all about) is that we don’t just hold on with all of our
might to be righ teous, feeling that some how the en emy is go ing to take
it from us. Rather, we let go and let the Holy Spirit do His work within
us. 

Let Go and Let God
Let’s dem on strate this. How many peo ple like coun try mu sic? A

few. I like coun try mu sic a lot. Carrie Under wood sang a song “Je sus
Take the Wheel.” Have you heard of that one? It is about a young
woman, a sin gle mom. The kids are in the backseat and she’s go ing
home to be with the fam ily. Things are bad and she is not mak ing it,
she’s in the mid dle of a snow storm and the car goes into a spin. She
yells out, “Je sus, take the wheel! I’m let ting go.” At that point she prob -
a bly did n’t have much of a choice, the car is spin ning. You re al ize that
the cir cum stances are too much for her. She can not con trol the cir cum -
stances no mat ter how much she wants to. They are out of her con trol.
“Je sus, take the wheel! I’m let ting go.” Let Him take over in the cir -
cum stances you find your self in, thoughts of hate, an i mos ity, thoughts
of pro tec tion, thoughts you have in many cir cum stances. We want to
have the best out come. Well, God wants that too. But it is His car, His
wheel. “Je sus, I’m let ting go!” When you fi nally say that and do it from 
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your heart, you are let ting the Holy Spirt have His way, to tally, freely to
do what ever He wants to do in your life. 

In my dream, the car spins around and as the train is com ing
down the tracks, headed for the col li sion, the car stops just short of the
tracks. Only a nick of it hits the train as a sign that it is by the grace of
God alone. We need to be re minded that it is by grace and only grace
that we can do this. It is not by our own strength, our own will, our own
abil ity to grasp ahold of His righ teous ness. But rather, “Je sus, take the
wheel. I’m let ting go.”

How this hap pens we learn and read about in John 14, 15 and 16.
We aren’t go ing there but to let you know that when Je sus gives this ser -
mon He does n’t men tion very much about the Holy Spirit here in Mat -
thew but it is clear that by the end of chap ter five that the ONLY way
that you can ful fill this kind of King dom in your heart is by let ting go
and let ting the Spirit rule in your life, let ting the Spirit have His way, not 
your own way but His way. Is n’t that good!? 

The Ser mon Be gins
You are a bless ing and not a curse.

Lets start with Mat thew 5:13

13-14 You are the salt of the earth but if the salt be comes taste -
less, how will it be made salty again? It is good for noth ing any
more ex cept to be thrown out and tram pled by men. You are the
light of the world, a city set on a hill. It can not be hid den

So you can not be hid den even if you wanted to be. The Holy 
Spirit within you just can not be hid den. 

15-16  Nor do men light a lamp and put it un der a peck mea sure,
but onto a lamp stand and it gives light to all those who are in the
house. Let your light shine be fore men in such a way that they
may see your good works and glo rify (not you nor your work but
glo rify) your Fa ther who is in heaven. 

The peo ple, even those who are not saved know what is go ing on
and can tell within a sec ond and a half what is re ally go ing on in your
heart. You can say all the right words but if it is not com ing from your
heart, they get it and know that it is not true. The peo ple that are the
most suc cess ful in com mu ni cat ing God’s heart are the ones who have
God’s heart, not be cause they are good speak ers, not be cause they have
the right words to say but be cause some thing within them is true and
cor rect and can not be changed. Is n’t that good!? 
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Now it says that it can not be hid den. If we are do ing things to try
and hide be cause we don’t want peo ple to find out the na ked truth that
we love Je sus. We don’t want peo ple to know that some how. We want to 
be cool! When I was in the world I wanted to be cool. I don’t want to be
cool any more. I want to let Je sus take the wheel. If it makes me look un -
cool, fine. Let the tears come. Let the sto ries be real. Let them not speak
lies.

This was dif fer ent from the king dom of the world. This was dif -
fer ent from the Jew ish so ci ety Je sus was speak ing to and against. The
Jew ish so ci ety that He was speak ing to be lieved the prac tices one did,
car ry ing out the work of the law, do ing good works, but apart from the
Spirit, was do ing God’s will. In the New Tes ta ment these are called
dead works. They may be good to so ci ety but they are dead be cause
they are not born in Christ, not born by the heart of God which is within
you and needs to be ex pressed and WILL BE ex pressed. That is the
point. We are not out af ter the out come only. When some thing is born in 
your heart, even tu ally whether you want it to be or not, it WILL BE ex -
pressed in good works. It can not help but be ex pressed. When there is a
nu clear re ac tion in side of a bomb it can not be hid den. The ef fects are
ev ery where in just a few sec onds.

So it is with you, when the Lord co mes into your life, you can not
hide it. You are a bless ing to the earth, a light to those who have no light. 
The light came into the dark ness and the dark ness did not un der stand it.
But those that dwelt in the dark ness said, “This is a good thing, awe -
some!” So when they see your life and the things you are do ing they
will know that it is not just be cause you are do ing them but be cause
some thing changed within you, in your heart. Some of them have no
con cept of this. They just think it is in your  DNA. You can tell them it is 
just true. Long af ter your DNA pro tein ceases to ex ist, your soul will go
to heaven to be res ur rected on the last day when He re turns and you will
live for ever. 

Christ Ful fills the Law
The Law does not ful fill the Law but Christ does. 

17-18  Do not think that I came to de stroy the law of the proph ets. 
I did not come to de stroy but to ful fill it. For surely I say to you
un til heaven and earth pass away not one lit tle part of it, jot or
tit tle, will by no means pass from the law un til all is ful filled.

Who is go ing to ful fill it? Je sus! How is He go ing to do that? He
is go ing to do it by the Holy Spirit within you not by a writ ten text of
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rules, of do’s and don’ts. Re mem ber the one law ev ery body seems to re -
mem ber pretty well, “Thou shalt not kill.” I’ve never killed any one but
mur der might have been there be cause hate and an ger are the be gin -
nings of it. 

Mur der Be gins in the Heart
21-22  You have heard that it was said to those of old that you
shall not mur der and who ever mur ders will be in dan ger of judg -
ment. But I say to you who ever is an gry with his brother with out
a cause shall be in dan ger of judg ment.

So there is a righ teous an ger but with out cause, you will be just
as guilty as one who mur ders.

22-23  Who ever says to his brother, “empty head or Raca” shall
be in dan ger of the coun sel. For who ever says “you fool” shall
be in dan ger of hell fire. There fore if you bring your gift to the al -
ter and there re mem ber that your brother has some thing against
you, leave your gift (your of fer ing) be fore the al ter and go your
way and be rec on ciled to your brother. 

So what is im por tant? Not the out ward act but some thing within
your heart needs to be changed. Be rec on ciled to your brother
and then come and of fer your gift, your sac ri fice. 

5-26  Agree with your ad ver sary quickly while he is on the way
lest your ad ver sary de liver you to the judge and the judge hand
you over to the of fi cer and you be thrown into prison. For surely
I say to you that you will by no means get out of there un til you
have paid the last penny of your debt.

So there is a con cept here that some thing needs to be changed.
There all kinds of out comes to an ger. That’s what this para graph is all
about. There are a lot of out comes to an ger, bit ter ness, strife, etc. All of
them wind up in death. All of them wind up in judg ments against you so 
what has to change? You could say, “Well, I’ll just  stop be ing an gry.”
That’s not go ing to work ei ther. The Holy Spirit has to em brace you to
the point that your heart changes the an ger into some thing else. You can 
do that some times just by con fess ing it with your mouth. You can feel it. 
Say, “Lord, Holy Spirit, take over that an ger in my life. Change it so it is 
not an ger so that it is turned to some thing else that brings life and grace 
upon the earth, bring ing a bless ing even to my en e mies.”
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Sex ual Lust
The next one is one of the trav es ties of mod ern so ci ety with the

be gin ning of Play boy mag a zine and Play boy phi los o phy which was
say ing sex was a good thing all by it self. It did n’t have any other mean -
ing ex cept to own and pos sess and to want other ma te rial things. How
ter ri ble that our fa thers ac cepted this and al lowed that doc trine into our
so ci ety at all. Be fore Hugh Hefner it did n’t ex ist; sex all by it self was al -
ways con sid ered a sin. Por nog ra phy was con sid ered a sin. Je sus said,
“You have heard that it was said ‘you shall not com mit adul tery.’ (One
of the ten com mand ments) But I say to you who ever looks at a woman
to lust for her has al ready com mit ted adul tery with her in his heart.”
Well, guys, how many of us are not guilty?! He talks about the as pect of
judg ment and what it will cause. We need to get rid of this thing at all
costs. If your eye of fends you, get rid of it. If your hand causes you to
sin, cast it off. (Mat thew 5:27-30)

You need to change but it is not the out ward things; it is the in -
ward things in your heart that need to change. When I worked in the
ICU, ev ery morn ing I was sur rounded by ICU girls. They could be very
at trac tive. Al most ev ery body in the hos pi tal felt that way ac tu ally. The
doc tors would flirt with them. When I was off the floor, peo ple would
make jokes about them, etc. “Wow. She re ally looks XXXX.” And then
she would be the sub ject of jests and jokes. I thought to my self what an
ab so lute trag edy that we al lowed that into our so ci ety, where we could
let this be come nor mal be hav ior amongst guys with tes tos ter one. We all 
have it but it is for a God-given pur pose of prop a ga tion, for the pur pose
of fo cus ing love and at ten tion to our wives and our chil dren. It is n’t to
lust af ter an other woman. Amen?

We need to set tle this in our heart and keep on guard since this
has been in bred and wo ven into our so ci ety to the point where al most all 
ad ver tis ing is cen tered around sex and lust and adul tery. The more ris -
que it could be come the better. Now it has passed the realm of male to
fe male. Now it is male to male, fe male to fe male. And who knows what
is next! The en emy will try to per vert, change and de stroy what God has 
in tended for good, what God has in tended for a bless ing upon the
earth! 

He re peats over and over again (verses 20, 22, 28, 32, 34, 38, 44), 
“. . . but I say to you. . . ”

We’ve heard a lot of mes sages about what is okay, how to build
the so ci ety, what are the ten ants and fab ric that makes our so ci ety. But
Je sus says, “NO. NO. NO. NO! There is a better way.” Not just a better

6



way but a King dom way. The King dom way is not just fo cused on the
out side and the out ward ev i dence, but it is fo cused on the in side so that
the out ward ev i dence is not fake but real!

Mar riage is Sa cred and Bind ing
31 “Fur ther more I say to you, who ever di vorces his wife let him
give to her a cer tif i cate of di vorce”;

What is this say ing? Mar riage has be come just a con tract. Now
the word cov e nant is a good word in the bi ble; there is no ques tion about 
it. How ever if it is re duced to just a pa per con tract, if it is re duced to
that, you missed it! Your mar riage is no lon ger a mar riage at all. It be -
comes so easy to di vorce some body. “Okay I’ll just give a cer tif i cate of
di vorce and go on. No prob lem.” You can go to Ve gas and do that.
Right? As long as both per sons are in agree ment that this mar riage is
not work ing, the cer tif i cate is done. You walk away. 

Well, mar riage is a LOT more than that. If it breaks up there
should be a lot of tears. There should be a lot of pain. It is sa cred what
God has done. He even re fers to this as not being just about a re la tion -
ship be tween and man and a woman, but it is a mys tery of the re la tion -
ship be tween Christ and the church, a sa cred re la tion ship. Fam ily is
based upon that re la tion ship. It should n’t end up with guys con stantly
think ing about adul tery. It should n’t end up with a cer tif i cate of di -
vorce. It should end up as sub mit ting one to an other, not just out wardly
but from the heart. If I just love my wife out wardly, there is a huge hole,
some thing miss ing. 

When I ex press to her my love, I don’t just say, “Cheryl, I love
you,” but my heart is say ing, “Cheryl, I love you.” Out of that co mes
the words of ex pres sion of love in many dif fer ent ways. One of which is 
“Cheryl, I love you,” over and over again. In the mid dle of the night
when she is not lis ten ing, fast asleep, I say it, because it is what is in my
heart not just so she can hear it. 

Je sus For bids Oaths
An oath is when you swear that you are go ing to do some thing. 

33  Again I say to you do not swear falsely but you shall pre form
you oaths to the Lord. (So you had to swear by God.) But I say to
you this is wrong.

I have made oaths be fore but it means noth ing more to me than
my “yes” and my “no.”  There fore when I say it I’m think ing, “Lord do 
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you want me to swear on the bi ble, ‘so help me God.’ ” ? I pray be fore I
even say those words that my yes is yes and my no is no. To ful fill this
scrip ture I can not just say words out wardly but in re al ity to God. When
I was a gov ern ment ser vant, 27 years ago, be fore I was hired, I had to
take an oath as all gov ern ment ser vants have to do, whether a con gress -
man or an aid to a con gress man, or any body in gov ern ment ser vice, that 
they would up hold the con sti tu tion of the United States of Amer ica, “so 
help me God.” I had to take that oath. When I did, I thought to my self,
let my yes be yes and my no a no. Right. It is in ter est ing to me how
many peo ple have taken that oath, “so help me God,” and don’t up hold
the con sti tu tion at all. 

So Je sus is say ing here, “You know what? That whole sys tem
does n’t work. It is just an out ward thing that is eas ily bro ken, like the di -
vorce con tract.” Just write it off. It does n’t mean any thing to the in di -
vid ual. Rather if the truth is re sid ing in your heart as He is the way, the
truth and the life, when the truth is re sid ing in your heart your yes is go -
ing to be yes be cause it is true! Your no is go ing to be no be cause it is not 
true. It hap pens in the heart so I have the de sire and want, and es pe cially 
love the truth. I can be a lover of the truth. To be a lover of the truth you
must seek it out. I say to my self, “You know I don’t know if that thing is
true or not. Let me in ves ti gate. Let me pray. Let me un der stand the heart 
and the mind of God.” 

Go the Sec ond Mile
When I was a lit tle kid I read this and tried to put it into prac tice

prac ti cally. 

38-39  “You have heard that it was said an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, ‘Do not re sist the evil per son
but who ever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other
also.’ ”

So one day as I was in a play ground, go ing to school, this kid hit
me. I said, “Go ahead and hit the other side!” You know what he did?
He hit me! My re sponse was not to ever do that again! But this scrip ture
is not speak ing about an out ward thing. He is speak ing about an in ward
thing. You don’t take of fense at the at tack. How easy it is to take an of -
fense. I have seen Godly men, some of the most Godly men I know, that
when they are at tacked will re spond with a coun ter-of fen sive. They
might walk away say ing, “I can’t take this any more.” 

Je sus says no. That is not what needs to be in your heart when
you are un der at tack. You need to find the truth of what is go ing on. The
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at tack will amount to noth ing, noth ing if God is n’t be hind it. Why? Be -
cause the truth is the truth whether you de fend it or not. In the end of
mat ters, the truth will in deed be known. Those who are com ing with lies 
will be come known that they are li ars. You don’t have to prove it. You
don’t have to make a de fense. You don’t have to at tack back. God may
ask you to say a few words; He may even ask you to de fend it. But God
does not want you to re spond in kind with mal ice and ha tred and an ger. 

Love Your Enemies
43  You have heard that it is said that you should love your neigh -
bor and hate your en emy

Sounds good. Some of you may un der stand this hav ing come as
chil dren through the “Cold War” years. You were to hate Rus sians, love
Amer i cans. Do you re mem ber in WWII we hated the Jap a nese, loved
the Amer i cans. So when I was a lit tle kid, my brother and I would play
with air planes and we would build a lit tle city and pre tend it was To kyo. 
We would take our bomb ers and bomb To kyo! I was think ing about that
and thought, “Wow. This is so wrong.” Now we love Ja pan and we love
Ger many, love Ital ians. In those days they were the axis of evil. They
were cer tainly do ing ter ri ble things based on what the bible calls am bi -
tion and out of am bi tion co mes EVERY evil work. So whether it is by a
sin gle hu man be ing or by a coun try, if it be ing done by am bi tion, you
will have prob lems. 

But Je sus says, “There is some thing wrong, Is rael. There is
some thing wrong, this so ci ety of Jews that I’m preach ing to. There is
some thing wrong with the way this whole fab ric is wo ven into your so ci -
ety, the whole con cept of hate and lov ing. You need to change.” Wait a
min ute they were build ing in the Ro man Empire. There was n’t too
much righ teous ness go ing on. In the Ro man Em pire they wor shiped
Caesar. He was con sid ered a god. 

In ter est ingly in Na ga saki, in which there was a Jap a nese vil lage
that was bombed by the United States by the Hy dro gen bomb (one of
the first) there was ter ri ble ca lam ity. There was a small con gre ga tion,
one of the few Chris tian con gre ga tions in Na ga saki that prayed 1) the
em peror would ad mit that he was not god and 2) that there would be an
end to the war. Ground zero where that bomb landed was on their Cath -
o lic church build ing. There were a few sur vi vors who had been away
vis it ing other towns when it hap pened, so they could tell us the story.
The bell and the stee ple of the church still sur vive there to day, stand ing
as a mon u ment of the an swered prayer of that con gre ga tion. 

9



There was some thing in their heart that was dif fer ent than ev ery -
one else who was there, to hate your en emy and to love your self. But
these peo ple said this was wrong. “We need the King dom of God in our
life and in this coun try and in the world!” They did n’t ask for their
church to be bombed. There were bomb ers that were headed into To kyo 
that day but the weather was so bad that they had to di vert to the sec ond -
ary tar get, this small vil lage. It was by hap pen stance that they ended up
as the tar get. Yet God knew that He was go ing to an swer their prayer.
Are you ready for God to an swer your prayer that way? I’m not. But
God can an swer prayers in ways that we do not ex pect. We think, “That
just can not be God.” But, look at the out come. Look at what is go ing on 
in peo ple’s hearts. The em peror did end up say ing that he was not God
and peace was brought forth upon the earth. 

Je sus says, 44  “but I say to you love your en e mies.”

How DO you love your en e mies?  Not just by say ing, “Well I for -
give you and love you,” out wardly. But some thing has to hap pen
on the in side. 

Bless those who curse you.

Don’t bring an other curse upon the earth. Bring a bless ing. Do
good to those who hate you. There aren’t just bad things in their heart.
They HATE you. Je sus says in the be gin ning of this, “They hated Me
be fore they hated you. Don’t be sur prised. We are in this to gether.”
There is hate out there. There are peo ple who want me, per son ally,
dead. They want me dead. They don’t even know me but if they were to
hear this ser mon to day, hear the things that I’m preach ing, teach ing
about love and mercy, grace, God is the only an swer, they would be
more than just a lit tle up set. They would hate and do hate. They hate
white men, pe riod, nevermind what I be lieve. Sad that could hap pen to -
day when we think that rac ism is dead. It is very much alive. 

He says to love your en e mies and then what? Bless those who
curse you. They are not just stand ing around and hat ing you but “are
right in your face!” Do good to those who hate you. Pray for them who
spite fully use you, per se cute you, pray for them. 

All right. What is prayer? Prayer is talk ing to God. So what are
you go ing to be talk ing to Him about? Your en e mies. What are you go -
ing to say to Him about them? “Bless them with a brick.” NO. That’s
not a change of the Holy Spirit in your heart! It might be what I’d want
but . . .  “Turn their own weap ons against them” You can do that too but
that’s not my prayer. That’s not when I’m talk ing to God about them.
I’ve had en e mies in my life, de spis ing me. They did n’t want me around. 
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My prayer to God for them was that He would change their heart. That’s 
num ber one that God would be in the pro cess of chang ing their heart.
Change the cir cum stances in their life to show them that what is in their
heart is wrong and show them what is true and right in the Holy Spirit.
Even if some of them don’t have the Spirit, I will pray it any way. The
bless ing of the Lord can come even to the un righ teous. The rain falls on
the just and the un just. Keep that in mind. 

And so, I pray for the bless ing of God upon them phys i cally that
the Lord would bless them. Wow. There is a change in my heart of
HOW I pray. Re mem ber I’m not just pray ing words. I’m pray ing and
talk ing to God about them. Next time I see them I don’t say, “I’ve been
pray ing for you.” For them it might seem like a curse. Rather I say, “I
talked to God about you.” They don’t know what you are talk ing about.
“Re ally. What did you say?” “I asked Him to bless you and to change
your mind and to bring into fo cus some thing dif fer ent than hate against
me, or a curse against me. Rather that you would know the true path
you are sup posed to be on.” 

Now it is be gin ning to make sense to me, what this chap ter is
about.

44-48  Pray for those who spite fully use you that you may be the
King dom of God peo ple, the sons of your Fa ther in Heaven for
He makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good. He sends the
rain on the just and the un just. For if you love those who love
you, what re ward is there for you? Do not even the tax col lec tors
do the same? If I greet only breth ren when do you do more than
oth ers? Do not even tax gath er ers do the same? There fore I say
to you . . . 

 Be Per fect as Your Fa ther is Per fect
This is scrip ture is the last one here but the most dif fi cult to un -

der stand.

 . . . therefore I say to you be PERFECT just as your heav enly Fa -
ther is per fect.

Now the Apos tle Paul did n’t say that. John did n’t say that. Nor
Luke, etc. None of the writ ers of the New Tes ta ment would have
said that. These are the words of JESUS Him self.

There fore you shall be per fect just as your heav enly Fa ther is
per fect.
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I thought to my self, “Wow. That’s just not go ing to hap pen.” I’m
not per fect. God did n’t cre ate me per fect. Some peo ple try to “speak it
into ex is tence.” NO. It re ally means this word “per fect” is trans lated
more ac cu rately as “whole.” You shall be whole just as your heav enly
Fa ther is whole. Healed just as your heav enly Fa ther is to tally well. You 
shall be whole and per fect in that way. I still say, “How can that be?”
I’m full of im per fec tions in the nat u ral and some times my spirit just
wants to go the wrong way. Romans 8 says that if your spirit wants to go 
the wrong way you have to DIE to the flesh. Die to it and em brace the
Spirit of God. You were called to be sons of our God most high. You are
called into the King dom of God. This is where it is fo cused. The only
way that can hap pen is if you em brace the Holy Spirit INSIDE and say,
“Je sus, take the wheel! I’m let ting go.” I’m let ting go of try ing to
make en e mies un der stand and try ing to not com mit adul tery and try ing
to not mur der and say to peo ple, “What a crazy per son that is driv ing
down the road.” 

You can not read this ser mon with out say ing, “Boy, this is im pos -
si ble!” I said some thing at home the other day and had to apol o gize to
my grand son, “I should n’t have said that. I’m so sorry.” But even if you 
say “fool” you are guilty be fore the court. “Crazy driver!” What ever. It
does n’t mat ter what. Those things should n’t be in your heart. If you do
say them, ex am ine your heart and say, “Why am I say ing that?” The
Lord will say, “That’s what’s in your heart.” Out of the mouth co mes
what is IN your heart. So, I don’t just try to stop say ing “you fool.” I try
to say, “No. He is not a fool.” God did not cre ate him that way. God cre -
ated him to be whole and com plete, he’s just not there yet. Nei ther are
we. 

And so, Je sus said these things. You shall be per fect. You shall be 
whole be cause it IS pos si ble for you to live this King dom life here and
now. It is pos si ble to take all of those things that so ci ety is built on and
throw them away as rub bish. They are just out ward things, rub bish.
Now He says the King dom of God is not es tab lished on the out ward
things at all. It is es tab lished on the in ward things in your heart and as
the Holy Spirit takes over and starts driv ing the car, things are go ing to
be dif fer ent in your life. Let go and let God. The King dom rules are to -
tally dif fer ent from the rules of this so ci ety. The King dom fo cuses on
the in ward char ac ter not the out ward char ac ter. It is the in ward char ac -
ter which will bring to birth truth’s re al ity to the out ward char ac ter. Not
the other way around. It is n’t just by pos i tive con fes sions or pos i tive
think ing that we get this done. This co mes against a lot of peo ple who
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think that we just need to say the pos i tive thing and have a good con fes -
sion.

It is MORE than just a good con fes sion. It is about the Holy
Spirit chang ing what is go ing in our in di vid ual hearts. Is n’t that true?
Yes. It sure it. It does n’t ne gate the out come of the fruit of the Spirit at
all. In fact that is ex actly what fruit of the Spirit means. The fruits are
go ing to be good works. It can not help but be a good work. The church
is called to be a bless ing and not a curse. This can only hap pen if there is 
change on the in side. 

Peo ple may say, “The church has to be rel e vant to the so ci ety.” It 
has to have pro grams in place which will min is ter to our so ci ety.
But Je sus says No. So ci ety has got to get rel e vant to the King -
dom of God. How does that hap pen? As the church be comes a
bless ing upon the earth. How does that hap pen? The church has
to change its heart to not just DOING good things, but have a
heart of bless ing upon the earth in which it walks. Whether it is
our own “Kid’s Zone,” work, your job, school, the peo ple you
meet ev ery day. It does n’t mat ter what. It is what is in our heart
that mat ters. This will ef fect ev ery thing we do! This is good.

You are the salt of the earth. If salt loses its fla vor . . . What does
that re ally speak about? Fla vor is not just what you do or say, but it is
how you say it and where it is com ing from. The peo ple of the world
know where the fla vor is com ing from. Is this true or are you just say ing 
that?! Do you know how I know this? 

My daugh ter’s cocker span iel taught me this. How could this be?
Just so, if I am an gry on the in side, when I walk into my home that dog
knows within two sec onds or less that Grandad is an gry! He knows
what is hap pen ing in my heart not just by out ward ac tions. But he is
look ing (as a DOG mind you) into what is go ing on in my spirit. He re -
sponds ac cord ingly. “Whoa. Watch out. Stay out of his way.”  If a dog
can do it, you don’t think peo ple can too? Ab so lutely. They sure can.
You don’t think your chil dren can know what’s in side? Peo ple do know. 
That’s the whole point.

We are go ing to pray this morn ing that God will mi rac u lously do
this be cause we can not do it in our selves. It is a fact that Je sus Christ
called us as a church to come into this King dom of Heaven which is per -
fect out there in the uni verse . . . to bring it right into our hearts, start
there, change those things which are wrong. If there is mal ice, an ger,
bit ter ness? Let God take the wheel. Cir cum stances can be pretty mean.
They can be un re lent ing, un for giv ing. But you are to be for giv ing, not
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an gry but full of love and mercy. For that to hap pen we need the wis dom 
of God. That can only hap pen through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

There fore when Je sus taught this ser mon to be per fect, the only
way for that to hap pen is if you em brace the gos pel of John, chap ters 14, 
15 and 16, by the Holy Spirit within you. It is the only way that can hap -
pen and John knew and un der stood that. And the writ ers of the New
Tes ta ment knew and un der stood that. It was ev i dent in Je sus’ life but
when He gave that ser mon, there was no way the lis ten ing con gre ga tion 
could un der stand, since at that point in time the Holy Spirit was not yet
given in power, even to His dis ci ples  So Je sus was speak ing down the
ages to us, the church to day, the church which finds it self in this evil so -
ci ety, the church which finds it self with all kinds of stuff wo ven into the
fab ric of our so ci ety, which are wrong. Je sus wants us to em brace the
King dom of heaven which is in our hearts. Amen. 

Fa ther, we thank you this morn ing for the work of the Holy Spirit
within us. We are just a small con gre ga tion but it does n’t mat ter if 
there were only one or two. We can un der stand the King dom of
heaven and what You are here to do in our hearts. Lord, we pray
that it would n’t just be words from my mouth or theirs. But it
would be a work of the Holy Spirit within us to bring Your love
upon the earth in a way that would be a bless ing that can not be
ig nored any lon ger. We know the en emy is more than con cerned.
He is bleed ing from the at tack of the church upon him. For we
have led the charge to bring God’s mercy upon the earth in a way
that it has never been done be fore. The en emy is do ing ev ery thing 
he can to pre vent us from hit ting the tar get. Well, Lord, we pray
that by the power of the Holy Spirit we would hit the tar get ON
THE MARK! Ev ery time, in Je sus’ name. Amen.


